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Principal’s Message...

I would like to take this time to revisit three topics from
previous messages. The topics are dress code, student
attendance as it relates to a students' overal grade, and
final exams.

Dress Code...

In the Howard County Public School System (HCPSS)
Dress Code policy (Policy 9210), the following is
stated,

“It shall beaviolation of thispolicy for any student
towear attirethat interfereswith the educational
mission of schoals, isdisruptiveto the school
environment, or that could endanger the health or
safety of that student or other s during school hours
and school activities. Thisincludes, but isnot limited
to, attirethat:

1. Depicts profanity, obscenity, the use of weapons,
or violence.

2. Promotes use of tobacco, drugs, alcohal, or other
illegal or harmful products.

3. Containssexually suggestive messages.

4. Unduly exposes or reveals skin or
under garments.

5. Depictsgang affiliation.

6. Containslanguage or symbolsthat demean an
identifiable person or group or otherwise
infringe on therights of others.

7. Causesor islikely to cause a substantial or
material disruption to school activitiesor the
orderly operation of the school.

8. Containsrude, disrespectful, or discourteous
expressionsinconsistent with civil discourse and
behavior.”

Asthe outside temperatures have risen, | have seen an
increase in the number of students who are not adhering
to number 4 of the dress code. Some students are
wearing outfits that can best be described as “ beach

attire”. Although attire of this nature is probably
comfortable to our students, it is not acceptable for
school attire. Please make sure the students are wearing
tops that appropriately cover their body. No midriffs
should be exposed. Students should not wear shirts or
tops that expose their chest, whether they are muscle
shirts or other revealing tops. The femal e students
should not wear strapless tops or atop that significantly
exposes their back to school. Students should make sure
that the shorts that they wear to school cover their legs
such that their legs are covered when they sit or bend
without exposing their upper most part of their thigh or
buttocks. | am requesting that parents remind the
students that the school environment requires clothing
appropriate for our educational environment.

Student Attendance...

As| stated previoudy, | want parents and studentsto be
mindful of the number of absences that have occurred
for a student. Absences from school do more than
simply impact on a student’ s ability to performwell in a
specific class.

Here are some facts that | want everyone to consider
regarding poor attendance and its potential impact on
your child’s grade in a course this school year:

Absences that constitute 5% of a semester or
yearlong course may result in the student being
denied credit for each class where their absence has
reached or exceeded the 5% level, regardless of the
letter grade the student has achieved in the class.

Some students have aready received communications
from teachers or administrators indicating that the
student isin danger of being denied credit for a specific
course. Even if you have not received a communication
from ateacher regarding denial of credit for your

child’ s absences, that request can till be made by a
teacher near the end of this school year.

If you have already received this communication
about possible denial of credit or you know your



child has missed 5% or more of the actual,
scheduled classes for a specific subject area or 5%
of the scheduled days of the 2009-2010 schooal year,
please contact the teacher or teachersimmediately
to discuss your status. A student who has a passing
grade but has excessive absences may still be
denied credit for that class.

Information regarding denial of credit for absences
constituting 5% or more of a semester course or
yearlong course can be found in the HCPSS Policy
9010, Attendance.

Final Exams...

The Howard County Public School System (HCPSS)
requires all students to take the final exam at the end of
the second semester as part of the end of the year
grading process. As you consider the following
information, please know that Hammond High School
and its staff will adhere to the HCPSS attendance
policy, particularly regarding lawful absences.

If astudent does not take the exam, a“Z” code will
be entered for the student’ s grade.

The student must make up the exam within four
weeks of the origina scheduled exam date, unless
there are extreme circumstances associated with the
student not taking the exam within the prescribed
make up window. | recognize that the summer time
will present special challenges for students who
may miss their final exam and are out of the area
for most of the summer. | will keep that in mind
when a student petitions to take their exam after the
four week period, following the originally
scheduled final exam date.

Should a student not make up the exam within the
prescribed make up window, the “Z” may be
recorded on the student’ s report card and permanent
record card. Based upon the policy, no credit will
be awarded for the course until the “Z” is resolved.

Thiswill impact on students receiving their schedule
for the Fall of 2010. Thiswill also make a student
ineligible to participate in aFall 2010 extracurricul ar
activity until the“Z” is resolved.

If a student needs to make up their final exam after
June 23, 2010, they will need to contact the
Hammond High School Student Services office and
schedule a make-up time with a guidance counsel or
to take their final exam. All make-up final exams
during the summer will be processed in the Student
Services division of Hammond High School by the
guidance counselors. The exams will be graded by

the specific teachers during the summer or upon the
teachers’ returnin August.

The policy information that | have shared can be found
in the HCPSS Policy 8020, Grading and Reporting:
High Schoal.

Asyou are look toward your needs relative to the
Student Services department at Hammond High School
during the summer months, please plan carefully. If
there are specia circumstances related to making up the
final exam during the summer months, please contact
your student’ s counselor. Please have a safe and
positive close of the school year.

Hammond High School
congratulationg

Clags of 2010

Everything seniors

Hammond High School's Commencement
Ceremony will be broadcast on HCPSS
TV (Channel 95 Comcast, Channel 42
Verizon) at the following times:

Wednesday, June 2
11:00am and 10:00pm

Sunday, June 6
8:00am

All HCPSS commencement ceremonies
will be available on the HCPSS TV
website within hours of each ceremony.
Go to www.hcpss.org to find the HCPSS
TV link, or directly to hcpsstv.com.




It's Academic

Hammond’s Academic Club is recruiting new
memberstoits“It's Academic Team.”
Membership is open to al current and

incoming students. The team competesin
tournaments with high schoolsin the Baltimore
Washington region. Most recently, Hammond's
Academic Team competed in the Championship
Round On WJZ TV. Contact Mr. Helms for more
details.

HU [

Helping Teens Avoid Alcohol and Other Drugs

Get I nvolved!
By Joining The HC DrugFree

Teen Advisory Council
For the 2010-2011 School-Y ear
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For more information, please contact Jennifer Clements at

Jennifer_clements@hcpss.org Or HC DrugFree at Tel: 443-325-0040, e-

mail: info@hcdrugfree.org or visit www.hcdrugfree.org.

College Catalog Collection
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OPEN YOUR DOOR TO

THE WORLD
HOST AN EXCHANGE
STUDENT
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Help Hammond High School
Fundrai ser
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Come out and join us for atreat that will
satisfy your craving taste buds.

Try adelicious Italian |ce made fresh with
real fruit every day at each store.

At Rita®, we aim to satisfy your treat
craving and delight your taste buds and we
are sure to have atreat to deliver
happiness. Try adelicious Italian Ice which
is Fat-free, Cholesterol-Free, Trans-Fat
Free and made fresh with real fruit every
day at each store. Rita's also offers Sugar-
Free Italian |ce that®al so Fat-Free,
Cholesterol-Free and Trans-Fat Free.

So be cool! Be happy! Enjoy atasty treat at
Rita@!



Reflections from the National
Honor Society Advisor
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National Honor Society
L ooking for New Members
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6 Photographs---Keith Simpson has
5 taken some awesome close up shots of
our dancers during the May Concert
% and rehearsals. Every dance performed
& ( ( ( )* has been photographed. To benefit the
Hammond Dance Department and the
Bob Gross Memorial Scholarship Fund,
, : Mr. Simpson has made these
Lo ! ( ! - photographs available through the
$ following web address:

# http://kesphoto.shutterbugstorefront.com/g/ham
6 & mond dance may2010
password: GOBears! (2nd character is a zero)

Keith took so many shots, chances are
good that thereis a really good shot of
- your dancer.

CBF ? Thank you to all our volunteers. Without
; H 3 you, Hammond Dance would not be the

& 5 program it is.

Have a wonderful and safe summer!

HAMMOND HIGH SCHOOL PTSA

EXECUTIVE BOARD/ COMMITTEE CHAIR ROSTER

Congratulations to the graduating 2008.2009

senior dancers. Thank you for being a
part of Hammond Dance and we look
forward to seeing you as members of
our audience next year. Loy $ % (%
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Congratulations to the 2010-2011
companies! We are planning an
exciting year.




The PTSA After Prom 2010 Party wasa SUCCESS!

We had 348 students in attendance at the After Prom sponsored by the Hammond PTSA with over

60 parent volunteers! This years After Prom was held at AMC Theater in Columbia. The movies, Back-up
Plan, Date Night and The Losers, were shown. Additional entertainment included two caricature artists, two
chair massage therapists, Dance Dance Revolution, Rock Band, air hockey, shoot out basketball, and
game/card tables. Food included Subway subs, Dominos pizza, chicken nuggets, fruit platters donated by
Putting On The Ritz, soda donated by Laurel Bottom Dollar, brownies donated by parents and Dreyers
donated 400 ice cream treats. There were also over 150 prizes given away over the course of the evening.

The After Prom Party is made possible by the MANY Hammond HS parents that support this important
event by means of a donation and/or volunteering. We especially appreciated the numerous sophomore and
even freshman parent volunteers who supported this event even prior to their own students' attendance. A
specia Thank Y ou goes out to the individual Hammond HS parents who supported this event:
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A special thank you also goes out to the leads of the After Prom Sub-Committees. This event can not be
provided to our students without the time and commitment of these volunteers.

For a couple of our committee leads, Dorothy David, Vidia Dhanrgj, & Catherine Miller, thisistheir last
year at Hammond HS. We want to thank them for all their volunteer support through the years and wish
them the best!

Student names were called al through the night to win a variety of prizes donated and purchased. The big
Senior and Junior prizes were drawn at 4:30 AM and the lucky winners were:
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Also, Matt Hauser, from Geico Insurance provided us with Hammond Logo Mugs and Mr. & Mrs. Kestts
from Kings Contrivance Rita s provided coupons for every student attending. We could not have held this
event without the financial support and donations from a number of our community businesses. Donations
included funds, prizes, and food items.

Please help support the numer ous businesses and or ganizations which supported the
HHS PTSA in putting on this event.
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We would aso like to thank the Hammond HS administration and Officer Glen Weir for al
their support for thisevent. Our apologiesto anyone we missed in our thank yous. We
certainly could not have done it without all your support. Thanks again for helping provide a
safe and fun event for our children.




Counseling Department
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Final Transcripts for the Class of 2010

Seniors, now that you have selected your college,
you will need to request afinal transcript. Please
take the time to prepare a stamped envelope with the
mailing address of the college admissions office and
write your name on the lower right hand corner.
Return the envelope to Mrs. Clearfield in the
Counseling Office and we will mail it for you at no
extra cost. Remember, if your college does not
receive a final transcript you may not be able to
register for classesin thefall!
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Get ajump on SATsS? Takethe PSAT!
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Schedules for the 2010-2011 school years:

Student course requests represent teacher
recommendations and student choices made during
our registration period this past February. If you or
your child wish to make arequest change, we have
indicated below acceptable circumstances under
which a schedule can be modified:

The student was placed in an incorrect class
level (alevel other than what ateacher
recommended).

The student was placed in a course for which
they have already earned credit.

A student failed a class and must repeat a
course required for graduation or prerequisite
course.

A student' s schedule does not fulfill their IEP
or 504 Plan.

If the parent/guardian wishesto override ateacher
recommendation, aCourse Placement Review?
form must be obtained from the Counseling Center,
completed and signed by the parent/guardian and
student, and returned to the appropriate Counselor.

Final schedules for the 2010-2011 school year will
be mailed to your house. Counselorswill be
available to discuss any schedule modifications
throughout the summer.

Summer School 2010

Summer High School programs are being held at
Howard High School and Long Reach High School.
Registration: Homewood Center 10914 Route 108,
Ellicott City (behind Department for Education), on
the dates and times listed.
Make sure you bring all forms and payment.
High School registration dates:
Wednesday June9, 16, and 23 4-7pm
Saturday  June 12, 19, and 26 9-11am
Note: There will be NO mail-in registration: all
registrations must be on-site at the Homewood
Center during the dates specified.
The following must be submitted:

Completed registration form: must include
counselor’ s signature

Completed Emergency Procedure /Health Information
form

Copy of current IEP or 504 if the child receives special
education services

Tuition Reductions forms if applicable

The Summer School Information Lineis 410-313-
1566

New Reqistrations for the 20010-2011
School Year

New Student registrations will be by
appointment only beginning in August.
Registration packets will be availablein the
Counseling Center for pick up over the
summer.
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DRIVER'SEDUCATION
CLASSES NOW FORMING

HAMMOND HIGH SCHOOL PTSA

| s pleased to announce classes by

GREG'SDRIVING SCHOOL
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CLASSES OFFERED FOR TEN CONSECUTIVE
SUMMER CLASS

July 12 — July 23, 2010

COST: $315.00
CALL (410) 442-4028 to register

*No Permit is necessary
*Students must be 15 yearsold

*Classesare from 2:30pm —5:45 pm
Summer classes 9:00 am —12:15 pm
*30 hoursof class/6 hoursof driving

*Students meet at Hammond High School for driving

*Students areto be picked up promptly in front of the school at the end of
each class.
No deposit is Required/Payment on 1% day of Class
*Please call to sign up with your name and phone number
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